
Barometers are instruments for measuring the pressure of the air, due to 
the weight of the column of air above it. The air pressure will vary with your 
local weather condi�ons and your al�tude.

Weather
Dry, sunny weather is associated with high or rising air pressure. Wet, stormy 
weather is associated with low or falling air pressure.

Al�tude
The earth's atmosphere gets thinner with increasing al�tude. As the al�tude 
increases there is less weight in the column of air above, so the air pressure 
decreases. Although different loca�ons will have different al�tudes, all local 
weather reports will give a barometric pressure adjusted for it’s specific 
al�tude. In this way, al�tude-caused differences will not falsely show as 
weather-caused differences.

Adjus�ng Your Barometer
Before you begin to use your barometer, you must set it to match your local 
barometric pressure. Your local barometric pressure can be found from 
weather reports on television, or from one of many sites on the internet.
The barometer will have a slo�ed adjustment screw on the back of the 
instrument. Turn this screw with a small screwdriver un�l your barometer 
matches the barometric pressure from your local weather report (Best done 
while the weather is stable).     
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